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AN ACT to anend the judiciary law, in relation to the court-appointed
speci al advocates program

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision 2 of section 212 of the judiciary law is
anended by addi ng a new paragraph (w) to read as foll ows:

(W) Adopt rules and requlations standardi zing use of court-appointed
speci al advocate (CASA) prograns in this state and governing the struc-
ture, adnministration and operation of such prograns.

8§ 2. The judiciary law is anmended by adding a new article 21-C to read
as foll ows:

ARTICLE 21-C
COURT- APPO NTED SPECI AL ADVOCATES PROGRAM
Section 849-1. Appointnent.
849-m Confidentiality.
8§ 849-1. Appointnment. A person enployed by, or volunteering for, a
court - appoi nted special advocate (CASA) programshall not be eligible
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for appointnment by a fanmly court to assist such court unless such
programis in conpliance with the rules and requlations of the chief
adnministrator of the courts adopted pursuant to paragraph (w) of subdi-
vision two of section two hundred twelve of this chapter., and such
program has been approved by the chief adm nistrator. Such person or
volunteer so appointed shall only exercise the functions and duties
specifically authorized by the court.

8 849-m Confidentiality. Each CASA program shall safeguard the confi-
dentiality of all information and material in accordance with applicable
state and federal laws, rules and requlations and, to this end. shal
ensure that all of its board nenbers, officers, enployees and volunteers
are trained in, and conply with, such laws, rules and reqgul ati ons.

8§ 3. This act shall take effect immediately.




